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Arrays.sort() is a built-in static method in the java.util.Arrays class.

• It is used to arrange array elements in a specific order.

• It modifies the original array in-place. 

Arrays.sort()
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Arrays.sort()



Can Java sort 
books?
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How do you compare two 
books?

Which book comes first?



Comparable Interface

Java provides the interface  comparable, which has one abstract 
method:
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Make books comparable
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Compare books by title



Make books comparable
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Make books comparable
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Compare books by author
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Compare books by 
author
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Compare books by 
year

Compare books by year



Compare books to…?
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Note that compareTo 
accepts any Object.

This is NOT SAFE!
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Note that compareTo 
accepts any Object.

This is NOT SAFE!
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Books should by compared to 
Books!

Not to String
Not to int
Not to Student
Not to Object!
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Make Sure to Compare Books to Books
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Make Sure to Compare Books to Books
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Make Sure to Compare Books to Books
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The compiler will warn you 
now if you compare a Book 
to anything else



Interface Comparable

The java.lang.Comparable interface in Java is used to define the natural 
ordering for objects of a class. 
By implementing this interface and its compareTo method, a class indicates that its 
instances can be compared and sorted automatically using built-in Java sorting 
methods like Arrays.sort()

Any class that needs to be stored in an array and sorted, must implement 
Comparable.
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